
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having trouble finding a book? Want to 

request a book from another library? Need 

help conducting research?  Ask an Adult 

Services Librarian for help! 
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Where’d You Go, Bernadette  
by Maria Semple 
Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-
guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated 
partner; to fellow private-school mothers in 
Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, 
she's a revolutionary architect, and to 15-year-
old Bee, she is a best friend and, simply, Mom.  
Then Bernadette disappears. It began when Bee 
aced her report card and claimed her promised 
reward: a family trip to Antarctica. To find her 
mother, Bee compiles email messages, official 
documents, secret correspondence - creating a 
compulsively readable and touching novel about 
misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's 
role in an absurd world.  

 

The Round House by Louise Erdich 

One Sunday in the spring of 1988, a woman 
living on a reservation in North Dakota is 
attacked. The details of the crime are slow to 
surface because Geraldine Coutts is traumatized 
and reluctant to relive or reveal what happened, 
either to the police or to her husband, Bazil, and 
thirteen-year-old son, Joe. In one day, Joe's life 
is irrevocably transformed. He tries to heal his 
mother, but she will not leave her bed and slips 
into an abyss of solitude. Increasingly alone, Joe 
finds himself thrust prematurely into an adult 
world for which he is ill prepared. 
 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett  
Aibileen is a black maid in 1962 Jackson, 
Mississippi, who's always taken orders quietly, 
but lately she's unable to hold her bitterness 
back. Her friend Minny has never held her 
tongue but now must somehow keep secrets 
about her employer that leave her speechless. 
White socialite Skeeter just graduated college. 
She's full of ambition, but without a husband, 
she's considered a failure. Together, these 
seemingly different women join together to write 
a tell-all book about work as a black maid in the 
South, that could forever alter their destinies and 
the life of a small town. 
 

  The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry  
by Rachel Joyce  
Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a 
small English village with his wife, Maureen, who 
seems irritated by almost everything he does. 
Then one morning the mail arrives, including a 
letter addressed to Harold in a shaky scrawl from 
a woman he hasn't seen or heard from in twenty 
years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is 
writing to say goodbye. Harold pens a quick reply 
and, leaving Maureen to her chores, heads to the 
corner mailbox. But then, Harold has a chance 
encounter, one that convinces him that he 
absolutely must deliver his message to Queenie 
in person. And thus begins the unlikely 
pilgrimage. 
 

Life After Life by Kate Atkinson 

On a cold and snowy night in 1910, Ursula Todd 
is born to an English banker and his wife. She 
dies before she can draw her first breath. On that 
same cold and snowy night, Ursula Todd is born, 
lets out a lusty wail, and embarks upon a life that 
will be, to say the least, unusual. For as she 
grows, she also dies, repeatedly, in a variety of 
ways, while the young century marches on 
towards its second cataclysmic world war.  
Does Ursula's apparently infinite number of lives 
give her the power to save the world from its 
inevitable destiny? And if she can - will she?  
 

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 
The circus arrives without warning. No 
announcements precede it. It is simply there, 
when yesterday it was not. Within the black-and-
white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique 
experience full of breathtaking amazements. It is 
called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at 
night. But behind the scenes, a fierce competition 
is underway - a duel between two young 
magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been 
trained since childhood expressly for this purpose 
by their mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to 
them, this is a game in which only one can be left 
standing, and the circus is but the stage for a 
remarkable battle of imagination and will. Despite 
themselves, however, Celia and Marco tumble 
headfirst into love - a deep, magical love that 
makes the lights flicker and the room grow warm 
whenever they so much as brush hands.  
 

      The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey  
Alaska, 1920: a brutal place to homestead, and 
especially tough for recent arrivals Jack and Mabel. 
Childless, they are drifting apart.In a moment of 
levity during the season's first snowfall, they build a 
child out of snow. The next morning the snow child is 
gone - but they glimpse a young, blonde-haired girl 
running through the trees. This little girl, who calls 
herself Faina, seems to be a child of the woods. She 
hunts with a red fox at her side, skims lightly across 
the snow, and somehow survives alone in the 
Alaskan wilderness. As Jack and Mabel struggle to 
understand this child who could have stepped from 
the pages of a fairy tale, they come to love her as 
their own daughter. But in this beautiful, violent 
place, things are rarely as they appear, and what 
they eventually learn about Faina will transform all of 
them. 
 

The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman 
Australia, 1926. After four harrowing years fighting 
on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns 
home to take a job as the lighthouse keeper on 
Janus Rock, nearly half a day's journey from the 
coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat 
comes once a season and shore leaves are granted 
every other year at best, Tom brings a young, bold, 
and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two 
miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel 
hears a baby's cries on the wind. A boat has washed 
up onshore carrying a dead man and a living baby.  
Tom wants to report the man and infant immediately. 
But Isabel has taken to the tiny baby. Against Tom's 
judgment, they claim her as their own and name her 
Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return to the 
mainland and are reminded that there are other 
people in the world. Their choice has devastated one 
of them.  
 

A Reliable Wife by Robert Goolrick 
He placed a notice in a Chicago paper, an 
advertisement for "a reliable wife." She responded, 
saying that she was "a simple, honest woman." She 
was, of course, anything but honest, and the only 
simple thing about her was her single-minded 
determination to marry this man and then kill him, 
slowly and carefully, leaving her a wealthy widow, 
able to take care of the one she truly loved. What 
Catherine Land did not realize was that the 
enigmatic and lonely Ralph Truitt had a plan of his 
own. And what neither anticipated was that they 
would fall so completely in love.  
 

 

 


