
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a good book?  This list was 
created by the North Shore Library’s Youth 
Services Department.  The books on this list 
come highly recommended by librarians, 
teachers, parents, and children! 

 

Having trouble finding a book? Want to 
request a book from another library? Need 
help researching a school project?  Ask a 
Youth Services Librarian for help! 

 

The Youth Services Department offers 
activities and classes for children birth 
through high school.  Stop in the Children’s 
Room or visit our website for more 
information! 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Phone: 414.351.3461 
Email: Northshorelibrary.childrens@mcfls.org 
Web: http://www.mcfls.org/northshorelibrary/ 
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Midnight at the Electric by Jodi Lynn Anderson 
YA ANDERSON 
Adri’s, Catherine’s, and Lenore’s lives are intertwined, 
but not in the way that one would think. Adri lives in 
2065 Kansas, Catherine lives in 1930s Kansas, and 
Lenore lives in England in 1919. As Adri is preparing to 
go to Mars, she stays with her cousins in Kansas, where 
the training takes place. There, she comes across 
letters written from Lenore. Through journals and, 
later, letters, Catherine narrates her own story of being 
in Kansas during the Dust Bowl. Grade 8-12 
 
The Passion of Dolssa by Julie Berry 
YA BERRY 
In mid-thirteenth century Provence, Dolssa de Stigata 
is a religious girl who is condemned by the Inquisition 
as an “unnatural woman,” and hunted by the 
Dominican Friar Lucien; Botille is a matchmaker trying 
to protect her sisters from being branded as gypsies or 
witches -- but when she finds the hunted Dolssa dying 
on a hillside, she feels compelled to protect her, a 
decision that may cost her everything. Grade 8-12 
 
The Boy at the Top of the Mountain by John Boyne 
YA BOYNE 
Orphaned Pierrot must leave his home for a new life 
with his aunt Beatrix, a servant at the Berghof, the 
home of Hitler. But this is no ordinary time, for it is 
1935 and the Second World War is fast approaching; 
Pierrot is quickly taken under Hitler’s wing and thrown 
into an increasingly dangerous new world: a world of 
terror, secrets, and betrayal from which he may never 
be able to escape. Grade 8-12 
 
To Stay Alive: Mary Ann Graves and the tragic 
journey of the Donner Party by Skila Brown 
YA BROWN 
A young survivor of the tragic Donner Party of 1846 
describes how her family and others became victims of 
freezing temperatures and starvation. Grade 8-12 
 
Walk on Earth a Stranger by Rae Carson 
YA CARSON 
Lee Westfall has a strong, loving family, a best friend, 
and a secret. Lee can sense gold in the world around 
her. Veins in the earth, nuggets in a stream, and even 
gold dust underneath a fingernail. But what would 
someone do to control a girl with that kind of power? 
When everything Lee holds dear is ripped away, she 
flees west to California -- where gold has just been 
discovered.  Grade 8-12 
 
 

  Revolution by Jennifer Donnelly 
YA Donnelly 
An angry, grieving seventeen-year-old musician facing 
expulsion from her prestigious Brooklyn private school 
travels to Paris to complete a school assignment and 
uncovers a diary written during the French Revolution 
by a young actress attempting to help a tortured, 
imprisoned little boy -- Louis Charles, the lost king of 
France. Grade 8-12 
 
Grave Mercy by Robin LaFevers 
YA LAFEVERS 
In the fifteenth-century kingdom of Brittany, seventeen-
year-old Ismae escapes from the brutality of an 
arranged marriage into the sanctuary of the convent of 
St. Mortain, where she learns that the god of Death has 
blessed her with dangerous gifts- and a violent destiny. 
Grade 8-12  
 
Outrun the Moon by Stacey Lee 
YA LEE 
Mercy Wong is determined to break from poverty in 
Chinatown, and gains admittance to a prestigious 
finishing school through a mix of cunning and bribery. 
When the earthquake strikes on April 18, Mercy and her 
classmates are forced to a survivor encampment, but 
her quick-witted leadership rallies them to help in the 
tragedy’s aftermath. Grade 8-12 
 
Never Fall Down by Patricia McCormick 
YA McCORMICK 
Cambodian child soldier Arn Chorn-Pond defied the 
odds and used all of his courage and wits to survive the 
murderous regime of the Khmer Rouge. Grade 8-12 
 
Juba! : a novel by Walter Dean Meyers 
YA MEYERS 
In Five Points, New York, in the 1840s, African 
American teenager William Henry "Juba" Lane works 
hard to achieve his dream of becoming a professional 
dancer but his real break comes when he is invited to 
perform in England.  Grade 8-12 
 
The Coffin Quilt: the feud between the Hatfields and 
the McCoys by Ann Rinaldi 
YA RINALDI 
In the 1880s, young Fanny McCoy witnesses the growth 
of a terrible and violent feud between her Kentucky 
family and the West Virginia Hatfields, complicated by 
her older sister Roseanna’s romance with a Hatfield. 
Grade 8-12 
 
 

  Song of the Sparrow by Lisa Ann Sandell 
YA SANDELL 
In fifth-century Britain, after the destruction of their 
home on the island of Shalott brings her to live with her 
father and brothers in the military encampments of 
Arthur's army, seventeen-year-old Elaine describes her 
changing perceptions of war and the people around her 
as she becomes increasingly involved in the bitter 
struggle against the invading Saxons. Grade 8-12 
 
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 
YA SEPETYS 
World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia, and 
thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek toward 
freedom. When their paths converge in route to the ship 
that promises salvation, Joana, Emilia, and Florian find 
their strength, courage, and trust in one another tested 
with each step closer toward safety. When tragedy 
strikes the Wilhelm Gustloff, they must fight for the 
same thing: survival. Grade 8-12 
 
Rose Under Fire by Elizabeth Wein 
YA WEIN 
When young American pilot Rose Justice is captured by 
Nazis and sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious women’s 
concentration camp, she finds hope in the impossible 
through the loyalty, bravery, and friendship of her 
fellow prisoners. Grade 8-12 
 
And I Darken by Kiersten White 
YA WHITE 
A girl child is born to Vlad Dracula, in Transylvania, in 
1435 and is sent with her younger brother, Radu, to be 
raised in the Ottoman courts. They meet the son of the 
sultan, and form a toxic triangle that strains the bonds 
of love and loyalty to the breaking point.  Grade 8-12 
 
The Watch That Ends the Night : Voices From the 
Titanic by Allan Wolf 
YA WOLF 
Recreates the 1912 sinking of the Titanic as observed by 
millionaire John Jacob Astor, a beautiful young Lebanese 
refugee finding first love, “Unsinkable” Molly Brown, 
Captain Smith, and others including the iceberg itself. 
Grade 8-12 
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