
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a good book?  This list was 
created by the North Shore Library’s Youth 
Services Department.  The books on this list 
come highly recommended by librarians, 
teachers, parents, and children! 

 

Having trouble finding a book? Want to 
request a book from another library? Need 
help researching a school project?  Ask a 
Youth Services Librarian for help! 

 

The Youth Services Department offers 
activities and classes for children birth 
through high school.  Stop in the Children’s 
Room or visit our website for more 
information! 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Phone: 414.351.3461 
Email: Northshorelibrary.childrens@mcfls.org 
Web: http://www.mcfls.org/northshorelibrary/ 
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The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
J ALEXANDER 
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and 
Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court 
as their father ignores his declining health. 
Grade 3-6 
 

Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher 
YA CRUTCHER 
Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a multiracial, 
adopted teenager, shuns organized sports and the 
gung-ho athletes at his high school until he agrees to 
form a swimming team and recruits some of the 
school’s less popular students. 
Grade 8-12 
 
Wild Cards by Simone Elkeles 
YA ELKELES 
Derek Fitzpatrick, kicked out of boarding school, must 
move with his stepmother to Illinois, where he meets 
Ashtyn Parker, who may be able to achieve her dream 
of a football scholarship with Derek’s help. 
Grade 8-12 
 
Hooper by Geoff Herbach 
YA HERBACH 
For Adam Reed, basketball is a passport. Adam’s 
basketball skills have taken him from an orphanage in 
Poland to a loving adoptive mother in Minnesota. 
When he’s tapped to play on a select AAU team, it just 
confirms that basketball is his ticket to the good life: to 
new friendships, to the girl of his dreams, to a better 
future. 
Grade 8-12 
 
The Flip Side by Shawn Johnson 
YApb JOHNSON 
An elite teenaged gymnast with Olympic dreams finds 
it hard to train when an irresistible guy comes along 
and threatens to throw her whole world off balance. 
Grade 8-12 
 
Pop by Gordon Korman 
YA KORMAN 
Lonely after a midsummer move to a new town, 
sixteen-year-old high-school quarterback Marcus 
Jordan becomes friends with a retired professional 
linebacker who is great at training him, but whose 
childish behavior keeps Marcus in hot water. 
Grade 8-12 
 
 
 
 

  Heat by Mike Lupica 
J LUPICA 
Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from 
social services after being banned from playing Little 
League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is only 
twelve years old and he has no parents to offer them 
proof. 
Grade 5-8 
 
Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdock 
YA MURDOCK 
After spending her summer running the family farm and 
training the quarterback for her school’s rival football 
team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the 
sport herself, not anticipating the reactions of those 
around her.  
Grade 8-12 
 
Boost by Kathryn Mackel 
YA MACKEL 
Thirteen-year-old Savvy’s dreams of starting for her 
elite basketball team are in danger when she is accused 
of taking steroids. 
Grade 8-12 
 
Hoops by Walter Dean Myers 
YApb MYERS 
A teenage basketball player from Harlem is befriended 
by a former professional player who, after being forced 
to quit because of a point shaving scandal, hopes to 
prevent other young athletes from repeating his 
mistake. 
Grade 8-12 
 
Out of Nowhere by Maria Padian 
YA PADIAN 
Performing community service for pulling a stupid 
prank against a rival high school, soccer star Tom tutors 
a Somali refugee with soccer dreams of his own. 
Grade 8-12 
 
Boy21 by Matthew Quick 
YA QUICK 
Finley, who is the only white player on his high school’s 
varsity basketball team, lives in a Pennsylvania town 
that is ruled by the Irish mob, and when his coach asks 
him to mentor a troubled African American student who 
has transferred there from California, he finds that they 
have a lot in common in spite of their apparent 
differences. 

  
 
 

  Winger by Andrew Smith 
YA SMITH 
Two years younger than his classmates at a prestigious 
boarding school, fourteen-year-old Ryan Dean West 
grapples with living in the dorm for troublemakers, 
falling for his female best friend who thinks of him as 
just a kid, and playing wing on the Varsity rugby team 
with some of his frightening new dorm-mates. 
Grade 8-12 
 
Peak by Roland Smith 
YA SMITH 
A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest 
person to reach the top of Mount Everest. 
Grade 8-12 
 
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 
YA VAN DRAANEN 
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old 
Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with a 
prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful 
way to help rekindle her dream of running again. 
Grade 8-12 
 
The Final Four by Paul Volponi 
YA VOLPONI 
Four players at the Final Four of the NCAA basketball 
tournament struggle with the pressures of tournament 
play and the expectations of society at large.  
Grade 8-12 
 
Game Seven  by Paul Volponi 
YA VOLPONI 
A sixteen-year-old shortstop in Cuba who dreams of 
playing with the pros must choose between his country 
and his father who defected to the U.S. 
Grade 8-12 
 
A Season of Daring Greatly by Ellen Emerson White 
YA WHITE  
Eighteen-year-old Jill Cafferty just made history. Her 
high school’s star pitcher, she is now the first woman 
drafted by a major league baseball team. Jill struggles 
with the responsibilities of being a national hero and a 
role model for young women everywhere. How can she 
be a role model when she’s not even sure she made the 
right choice for herself?  
Grade 8-12 
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