
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a good book?  This list was 
created by the North Shore Library’s Youth 
Services Department.  The books on this list 
come highly recommended by librarians, 
teachers, parents, and children! 

 

Having trouble finding a book? Want to 
request a book from another library? Need 
help researching a school project?  Ask a 
Youth Services Librarian for help! 

 

The Youth Services Department offers 
activities and classes for children birth 
through high school.  Stop in the Children’s 
Room or visit our website for more 
information! 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Phone: 414.351.3461 
Email: Northshorelibrary.childrens@mcfls.org 
Web: http://www.mcfls.org/northshorelibrary/ 
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Diary of a Tokyo Teen: a Japanese-American girl 
travels to the land of trendy fashion, high-tech 
toilets and maid cafes by Christine Mari Inzer 
YA GRAPHIC INZER 
Born in Tokyo to a Japanese mother and an American 
father in 1997, Christine Mari Inzer spent her early 
years in Japan and relocated to the United States in 
2003. The summer before she turned sixteen, she 
returned to Tokyo, making a solo journey to get 
reacquainted with her birthplace. Through 
illustrations, photos, and musings, Inzer documented 
her journey.  Grade 7-9  
 
Girl Code: gaming, going viral, and getting it done  
by Andrea Gonzales 
YA 005.1 G58 
The teenage phenoms behind viral video game Tampon 
Run share the story of their experience at Girls Who 
Code and their rise to fame, plus a savvy look at start-
ups, women in tech, and the power of coding. This book 
includes bonus content to help you get started coding.  
Grade 7-9  
 
Girling Up: how to be strong, smart, and spectacular 
by Mayim Bialik 
YA 305.235 B57 
Using scientific facts, personal anecdotes and wisdom 
gained from the world around us, Mayim Bialik shares 
what she learned from her life and her PhD in 
neuroscience to tell you how you grow from a girl to a 
woman biologically, psychologically and sociologically. 
Grade 7-9  
 
Being Jazz: my life as a (transgender) teen by Jazz 
Jennings 
YA 306.768 J543 
Teen activist and trailblazer Jazz Jennings – named on 
of “The 25 most influential teens” of the year by Time – 
shares her very public transgender journey, as she 
inspires people to accept the differences in others 
while they embrace their own truths. Grade 7-9  
 
The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden & the trial of the 
century by Sarah Miller 
J 345.744 M651 
This book examines the Borden murders, using 
newspaper articles to recreate the events and the trial 
and acquittal of Lizzie Borden and exploring Lizzie's 
story to theorize on what may have happened. Grade 
7-9  
 

 
 
 
 
 

  Phineas Gage: a gruesome but true story about brain 
science by John Fleischman 
J 362.1 F596 
Teen activist and trailblazer Jazz Jennings – named on of 
“The 25 most influential teens” of the year by Time – 
shares her very public transgender journey, as she 
inspires people to accept the differences in others while 
they embrace their own truths. Grade 7-9  
 
Blood, bullets, and bones: the story of forensic science 
from Sherlock Holmes to DNA by Bridget Heos 
YA 363.25 H528 
A history of modern forensic science from the first test 
for arsenic poisoning in the 1700s to criminal profiling, 
fingerprinting, blood splatter analysis, DNA evidence, 
and all the milestones in between. Grade 10-12  
 
The Manga Guide to the Universe by Kenji Ishikawa 
YA 523.1 I797 
Join Kanna, Kanta, Yamane, and Gloria in The Manga 
Guide to the Universe as they explore our solar system, 
the Milky Way, and faraway galaxies in search of the 
universe's greatest mysteries: dark matter, cosmic 
expansion, and the Big Bang itself. Grade 9-12  
 
ER Vets: life in an animal emergency room by Donna 
M. Jackson 
J 636.089 J12 
Witness the excitement and drama of life in an animal 
emergency room as the ER vets work to heal the 
creatures we consider part of our families. Grade 4-12 
 
The Brilliant History of Color in Art by Victoria Finlay 
YA 701.85 F512 
Journey from the Ice Age to the Digital Age with a cast of 
characters on this worldwide tour of color in art. 
Students will discover the strange, intriguing, and 
humorous stories of their favorite colors, the science 
behind them, and how they forever changed the courses 
of art and history.  Grade 6-12  
 
Chasing King’s Killer: the hunt for Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s assassin by James L. Swanson 
J 920 K53s 
James Earl Ray and Martin Luther King, Jr. had two very 
different life journeys – but their paths fatally collide 
when Ray assassinates the world-renown civil rights 
leader. This book provides an inside look into both of 
their lives, the history of the time, and a blow-by-blow 
examination of the assassination and its. Aftermath. 
Grade 7-12  
 
 
 

 

  Vincent & Theo: the Van Gogh brothers by Deborah 
Heiligman 
YA 920 V217h 
The deep friendship between Vincent and Theo Van 
Gogh shaped both brothers' lives. They shared 
everything, swapping stories of lovers and friends, 
successes and disappointments, dreams and ambitions. 
Heiligman draws on the letters Vincent wrote to Theo 
during his lifetime to weave a tale of two lives 
intertwined as Theo supported Vincent's struggles to 
find his path in life.  Grade 8-12  
 
The Plot to Kill Hitler: Dietrich Bonhoeffer : pastor, 
spy, unlikely hero by Patricia McCormick 
J 940.5318 M131 
This is a page-turning narrative about Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, a pastor and pacifist who became an 
unlikely hero during World War II and took part in a 
plot to kill Hitler. Grade 9-12 
 
The Nazi Hunters: how a team of spies and survivors 
captured the world’s most notorious Nazi by Neal 
Bascomb 
YA 943.086 B298 
Recounts how, sixteen years after the end of World War 
II, a team of undercover Israeli agents captured the Nazi 
war criminal, Adolf Eichmann, in a remote area of 
Argentina and brought him to trial in Israel for crimes 
committed during the Holocaust. Grade 7-9  
 
The Family Romanov by Candace Flemming 
YA 9473.08 F597 
When Russia’s last tsar, Nicholas II, inherited the throne 
in 1894, he was unprepared to do so. With their four 
daughters (including Anastasia) and only son, a 
hemophiliac, Nicholas and his reclusive wife, Alexandra, 
buried their heads in the sand, living a life of opulence 
as World War I raged outside their door and political 
unrest grew into the Russian Revolution.  Grade 8-12  
 
Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the secret 
history of the Vietnam War  by Steve  Sheinkin 
J 959.704 S543 
The story of Daniel Ellsberg and his decision to steal and 
publish secret documents about America's involvement 
in the Vietnam War. Grade 7-12  
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