
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a good book?  This list was 
created by the North Shore Library’s Youth 
Services Department.  The books on this list 
come highly recommended by librarians, 
teachers, parents, and children! 

 

Having trouble finding a book? Want to 
request a book from another library? Need 
help researching a school project?  Ask a 
Youth Services Librarian for help! 

 

The Youth Services Department offers 
activities and classes for children birth 
through high school.  Stop in the Children’s 
Room or visit our website for more 
information! 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
Phone: 414.351.3461 
Email: Northshorelibrary.childrens@mcfls.org 
Web: http://www.mcfls.org/northshorelibrary/ 
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Flame in the Mist by Renee Ahdieh 
YA AHDIEH 
The daughter of a prominent samurai, Mariko has long 
known her place. She may be an accomplished 
alchemist, whose cunning rivals that of her twin 
brother Kenshin, but because she is not a boy, her 
future has always been out of her hands. Grade 8-12 
 
Six of Crows  by Leigh Bardugo 
YA BARDUGO 
Six dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist. Kaz’s 
crew is the only thing that might stand between the 
world and destruction -- if they don’t kill each other 
first. Grade 8-12 
 
Because You Love to Hate Me  edited by Ameriie 
YA BECAUSE 
A collection of classic fairy tales and stories, from 
Medusa to Sherlock Holmes, retold from the villains' 
points of view. Grade 8-12 
 
The Reader  by Traci Chee 
YA CHEE 
Set in a world where reading is unheard-of, Sefia 
makes use of a mysterious object to track down who 
kidnapped her aunt Nin and what really happened the 
night her father was murdered. Grade 8-12 
 
The Star-Touched Queen by Roshani Chokshi 
YA CHOKSHI 
Sixteen-year-old Maya’s arranged marriage turns out 
much better than she expected, but her husband’s 
magic--and her curiosity--may threaten more than her 
life. Grade 8-12 
 
Forest of a Thousand Lanterns  by Julie C. Dao 
YA DAO 
The stars say she is destined to be Empress of Feng Lu, 
But only if she embraces the darkness within her. 
Xifeng longs to fulfill the destiny promised to her by 
her cruel aunt, the witch Guma, who has read the cards 
and seen glimmers of Xifeng’s majestic future. But is 
the price of the throne too high? Because in order to 
achieve greatness, she must spurn the young man who 
loves her and exploit the callous magic that runs 
through her veins--sorcery fueled by eating the hearts 
of the recently killed. For the god who has sent her on 
this journey will not be satisfied until his power is 
absolute. Grade 8-12 
 

 

  Caraval by Stephanie Garber 
YA GARBER 
Scarlett has never left the tiny island where she and her 
sister, Tella, live with their ruthless father. Now 
Scarlett’s father has arranged a marriage for her, and 
she thinks her dreams of seeing Caraval, are over. But 
this year, the invitation finally arrives. With the help of a 
mysterious sailor who she has just met, Tella whisks 
Scarlett away to the show. Only, as soon as they arrive, 
Tella is kidnapped by Caraval’s mastermind organizer. 
It turns out that this season’s Caraval revolves around 
Tella, and whoever finds her first is the winner. Grade 
8-12 
 
Seraphina  by Rachel Hartman 
YA HARTMAN 
In a world where dragons and humans coexist in an 
uneasy truce and dragons can assume human form, 
Seraphina, whose mother died giving birth to her, 
grapples with her own identity amid magical secrets 
and royal scandals, while she struggles to accept and 
develop her extraordinary musical talents. Grade 8-12 
 
Howl’s Moving Castle  by Diana Wynne Jones 
YApb JONES 
Eldest of three sisters in a land where it is considered to 
be a misfortune, Sophie is resigned to her fate as a hat 
shop apprentice until a witch turns her into an old 
woman and she finds herself in the castle of the greatly 
feared wizard Howl. Grade 8-12 
 
Talon by Julie Kagawa 
YA KAGAWA 
The dragons of Talon: once hunted nearly to extinction, 
they are now poised to take over the world. The order 
of St. George: the legendary dragonslayers will stop at 
nothing to wipe dragons from the face of the earth. 
These mortal enemies are locked in a secret and deadly 
combat, with humanity none the wiser. Grade 8-12 
 
Frogkisser by Garth Nix 
YA NIX 
Anya has a problem: Duke Rikard, her step-father, is an 
evil wizard who wants to rule the kingdom and has a 
habit of turning people into frogs, and her older sister 
Morven, the heir, is a wimp—so with the help of the 
librarian Gotfried, and the Royal Dogs, she must find a 
way to defeat Rikard, save her sister, and maybe even 
turn Prince Denholm back into a human being. Grade 8-
12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The Grimm Legacy by Polly Shulman 
YA SHULMAN 
NYC high school student Elizabeth gets an after-school 
job as a page at the "New-York Circulating Material 
Repository," and when she gains coveted access to its 
Grimm Collection of magical objects, she and the other 
pages are drawn into a series of frightening adventures 
with mythical creatures and stolen goods. Grade 8-12 

 
The Crown’s Game by Evelyn Skye 
YA SKYE 
Vika Andreyeva and Nikolai Karimov are the only 
enchanters in Russia, and when the Ottoman Empire 
and the Kazakhs threaten to attack, the tsar wants a 
powerful enchanter by his side, and as an advisor for 
the prince, Pasha. He initiates the Crown's Game, a duel 
of magical skill, and the winner will become his Imperial 
Enchanter; the loser will die.  Grade 8-12 

 
Beasts Made of Night  by Tochi Onyebuchi 
YA ONYEBUCHI 
After he east the sin of a royal, Taj, a talented aki, or sin-
eater who consumes the guilt of others whose 
transgressions are exorcised from them by powerful but 
corrupt Mages, is drawn into a plot to destroy the city, 
and he must fight to save the princess he loves and his 
own life. Grade 8-12 
 
The Scorpio Races  by Maggie Stiefvater 
YA STIEFVATER 
Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick 
competes against Puck Connolly, the first girl ever to 
ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both trying to keep 
hold of their dangerous water horses long enough to 
make it to the finish line.  Grade 8-12 
 
An Ember in the Ashes  by Sabaa Tahir 
YA TAHIR 
Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of the 
Martial Empire. When her brother is arrested for 
treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave at the empire’s 
greatest military academy in exchange for assistance 
from rebel Scholars who claim that they will help to 
save her brother from execution. Grade 8-12 
 
Strange the Dreamer  by Laini Taylor 
YA TAYLOR 
In the aftermath of a war between gods and men, a hero, 
a librarian, and a girl must battle the fantastical 
elements of a mysterious city stripped of its name. 
Grade 8-12 
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